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Abstract

Donald Trump’s Latin American policies have been marked primarily by aggres-

sive interventionism and coercive diplomacy. Early in his first term (2017-2021),

Trump imposed broad sanctions on Venezuela under Nicolds Maduro and Nic-

aragua led by Daniel Ortega, supported Bolivia’s 2019 ouster of Evo Morales,

reversed the Obama-era détente with Cuba, and intensified militarization at the

U.S.-Mexico border through increased deportations and family separations. His

administration also applied economic pressure on Brazil, Mexico, and Colombia,

using tariffs and diplomatic threats to secure cooperation on migration and security

issues. Migration was framed as an invasion, justifying harsher border enforce-

ment. During his second term (2025-...), Trump has escalated these policies. Plans

for mass deportations have targeted millions of Latin American migrants, leading to

diplomatic conflicts with Colombia under Gustavo Petro, who initially resisted ac— ) 2_

cepting deportees. Trump’s administration also encountered problems with coun- g; j
tries like Panama over the Panama Canal and Brazil over its active and self-con- %‘
fident foreign policy. His administration declared major drug cartels, including i ?I
Mexico’s cartels and Venezuela’s Tren de Aragua, as foreign terrorist organiza— 3 %_
tions, authorizing expanded military actions. The Pentagon has been tasked with %,g
preparing military strategies to destabilize these groups. Economic coercion via ;
tariffs against noncompliant nations has continued alongside these security mea- ;1 :';:

sures. This research explores Donald Trump’s Latin American policies from the
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perspective of Hegemonic Stability Theory using documentary analysis. Accord-
ing to Robert Gilpin’s theory, declining powers tend to take greater risks’ employ-
ing sanctions, military force, and coercive diplomacy’to defend their position be-
fore further deterioration. This study demonstrates that Trump’s vigorous approach
signals an attempt to forestall the erosion of U.S. influence in a region increasingly
shaped by Chinese and Russian economic and military engagement. China’s Belt
and Road Initiative has expanded across Latin America, forging closer ties with
Venezuela, Bolivia, and Chile, while Russia has increased military cooperation and
diplomatic presence. Concurrently, rising anti-imperialist political currents com-
plicate U.S. dominance, prompting a hardened U.S. stance combining sanctions,
regime change support, and military posturing. Under Trump’s administration,
particularly during his second term, U.S. policy toward Latin America has taken
a notably aggressive, interventionist turn, embodying a “radicalized hegemony”
characterized by assertive efforts to counter challenges to U.S. control in a geopo-
litically vital region. This has included harsh sanctions, support for regime chang-
es, bellicose rhetoric, military posturing, economic pressure through tariffs, and
escalating tensions with Venezuela. These policies aim to maintain U.S. hegemo-
ny amid shifting global power dynamics and the decline of American influence. In
sum, Trump’s policies in Latin America illustrate a forceful, risk-taking response
to hegemonic decline, exemplifying how hegemonic stability dynamics shape

U.S. foreign policy to preserve relative power in an evolving international order.

Keywords: Donald Trump, Latin America, Hegemonic Stability Theory, U.S.
Foreign Policy, Radicalized Hegemony.
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Abstract

The subject of this article is to review and analyze the possibility of the decline and

downhill of the political, social, and cultural system of the United States of Amer-

ica as the main pole and axis of the liberal democratic system of the contemporary

world through a comparative comparison of the teachings of the Quran and the Two

Testaments. The purpose of this research is to answer the question of whether the

current political, social, and cultural system of the United States will be permanent

in the mirror of the Quran and the Holy Bible or are signs of its decline and down-

hill visible? The research method is a library description and analysis of the subject

based on the comparison of the texts of the Quran and the Holy Bible and the exist—

ing civilizational and cultural realities of America. In terms of the research back-

ground, no independent research has been seen with a comparative study approach

to the subject in the Abrahamic texts so far. From the general results obtained, it

can be noted that the prominence and power of the The political, social, and civ-

ic decline and fall of America in the Abrahamic texts is the outcome of this research.

Keywords: The Holy Quran, the Two Testaments, the decline of America, the future
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Hegemony in Turmoil: A Sociological Analysis of American Decline within

the Framework of Complexity Theory
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Abstract
The decline of hegemonies is not merely an external phenomenon; rather, it is rooted
in the internal disintegration of their social systems. The main question is how the
decline of'the United States can be analyzed not as a linear power transition, butas an
emergent and nonlinear phenomenon arising from the collapse of its domestic social
system and shifts in the configuration of global power networks. Drawing on com-
plexity theory within the interdisciplinary field of political sociology and interna—
tional relations, this study conceptualizes both the international system and American
society as “complex adaptive systems,” whose behaviors emerge through dynamic
interactions, interdependence, and nonlinearity among state and non-state actors.
The analysis of sociological data (indicators of social capital, institutional distrust,
and political polarization) alongside network data (information flows and mappings
ofanti-hegemonic discourses) suggests that American decline is a nonlinear process
rooted in internal disorder and accelerated by the rise of anti-hegemonic narratives
within digital networks. The outcome of this trajectory points toward a decentral-

ized and pluralistic order, rather than a simple replacement by another great power.

Keywords: Hegemony, Complexity Theory, Global Order, United States.
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World
015 o8t ¢ Jlos 1S T lallan (61585 ¢ 55k0d 03 (G5 oy o

s.v.namazi@gmail.com

0145 o885 pulitily 5 oyl S OL5 08 slsliul cye 53 4o
somaye.shokati@saadi.shirazu.ac.ir
Abstract
The discourse on the decline of the United States has gained renewed momen-
tum in recent decades, particularly as cultural, social, and media dynamics reveal
profound structural shifts within American society and its global influence. The
concept of a “post-American world” (Zakaria, 2008) has moved from specula-
tive debate into tangible socio—political realities shaped by internal polarization,
contested narratives of identity, and the erosion of U.S. soft power. This paper ex-

plores how cultural fragmentation, social upheavals, and transformations in me-
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dia ecology both reflect and accelerate the trajectory of American decline, while

simultaneously signaling the emergence of a new global order. Methodologically,

age

the research adopts a qualitative, interdisciplinary approach, drawing on cultural

studies, critical discourse analysis, and multimodal semiotics. By examining me-

iilas

18.8 ala il 1- @lle ayaa yl)ga:1Syal

dia representations, cultural productions, and public discourse, the study traces the

shifting narratives of “American exceptionalism” and their reception in the global

ol

arena. The framework of world-systems theory (Wallerstein, 2004) is combined
with Gramscian notions of hegemony to conceptualize the decline not only as a %

geopolitical process but also as a crisis of symbolic authority in culture and me-
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dia. The findings suggest that U.S. society is experiencing a cultural reorientation
marked by intensified identity politics, fragmentation of collective narratives, and
generational shifts in values. In the media sphere, the decline of centralized, he-
gemonic storytelling in favor of decentralized, globalized platforms has under-
mined the United States’ long-held dominance over global narratives. Simulta—
neously, non-Western actors and cultural industries are increasingly shaping the
imagination of the “post-American world.” Ultimately, the paper argues that the
decline of the United States should not be understood solely in economic or mil-
itary terms, but as a multidimensional transformation wherein cultural and media
dynamics play decisive roles. This transition signals the emergence of a pluralized

global discourse and the beginning of a new epoch beyond American centrality.

Keywords: American Decline, Cultural Transformation, Media Discourse,

Post-American world, Hegemony.
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The discourse on the decline of the United States has gained renewed momen-

The Third Infernational Conference on The Decline of The
United States: The New Era of The worid - October 28, 20

tum in recent decades, particularly as cultural, social, and media dynamics reveal

A profound structural shifts within American society and its global influence. The

—

concept of a “post-American world” (Zakaria, 2008) has moved from specula-
tive debate into tangible socio—political realities shaped by internal polarization,
contested narratives of identity, and the erosion of U.S. soft power. This paper ex-
plores how cultural fragmentation, social upheavals, and transformations in me-
dia ecology both reflect and accelerate the trajectory of American decline, while
simultaneously signaling the emergence of a new global order. Methodologically,
the research adopts a qualitative, interdisciplinary approach, drawing on cultural
studies, critical discourse analysis, and multimodal semiotics. By examining me-
dia representations, cultural productions, and public discourse, the study traces the
shifting narratives of “American exceptionalism” and their reception in the global
arena. The framework of world-systems theory (Wallerstein, 2004) is combined
with Gramscian notions of hegemony to conceptualize the decline not only as a
geopolitical process but also as a crisis of symbolic authority in culture and me-

dia. The findings suggest that U.S. society is experiencing a cultural reorientation




marked by intensified identity politics, fragmentation of collective narratives, and
generational shifts in values. In the media sphere, the decline of centralized, he-
gemonic storytelling in favor of decentralized, globalized platforms has under-
mined the United States’ long-held dominance over global narratives. Simulta-
neously, non-Western actors and cultural industries are increasingly shaping the
imagination of the “post-American world.” Ultimately, the paper argues that the
decline of the United States should not be understood solely in economic or mil-
itary terms, but as a multidimensional transformation wherein cultural and media
dynamics play decisive roles. This transition signals the emergence of a pluralized

global discourse and the beginning of a new epoch beyond American centrality.

American Decline, Cultural Transformation, Media Discourse, Post-American

world, Hegemony
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This paper analyzes the legal and international law implications of the perceived
decline of American hegemony and the emergence of a multipolar world. It ar-
gues that the “post-American” era is not merely a political or economic transition

but a fundamental challenge to the post-WWII international legal order, which

The Third Infernational Conference on The Decline of The
United States: The New Era of The worid - October 28, 20

\A was largely designed and enforced by U.S. power. The paper will first examine

=

the erosion of key legal principles and institutions, from the decline of the WTO’s
dispute settlement body to challenges to the universality of human rights. It will
then explore the rise of competing legal and governance frameworks, particu-
larly from China and other emerging powers, and their impact on internation-
al trade, intellectual property, and cyberspace. Finally, the paper will discuss the
future of international law, suggesting that a more fragmented and regionalized
legal landscape is likely, necessitating a re—evaluation of established norms and

the potential for a new pacta sunt servanda in a world of diverse legal cultures.

WTO, hegemony ,US decline, world war II
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China’s Ascent in the Shadow of American Decline: Forging a New Interna-
tional Orderl
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The gradual decline of U.S. hegemonic power represents a structural transforma-
tion in the international system, opening unprecedented strategic opportunities for
China as an ascending power. This article, drawing on key theoretical frameworks
in International Relations analyzes the most salient opportunities emerging from
this shift. The erosion of a dominant hegemon creates space for a reconfiguration
of the hierarchy of power. Within this context, China is positioned to redefine the
contours of global order by promoting alternative multilateral institutions, such as
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), and advancing initiatives like the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). These instruments enable Beijing to reshape inter-
national rules and norms in ways more closely aligned with its strategic interests
and values, thereby enhancing its soft power while simultaneously reducing other
states” dependence on Western-led institutions. As the United States faces mount-
ing constraints in mobilizing broad alliances and exercising unilateral power, China
gains greater strategic latitude to consolidate its regional hegemony in the Asia-Pa-
cific. Leveraging economic and diplomatic instruments, Beijing can entrench its
sphere of influence and inhibit the formation of an effective balancing coalition
under U.S. leadership. Moreover, America’s relative decline generates momen-
tum for China’s technological leapfrogging and reduction of external dependen-

cies. Intensified strategic rivalry compels Beijing to prioritize self-sufficiency in
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critical supply chains and technologies, including semiconductors, artificial intel-
ligence, and renewable energy. Over time, such pressures may propel China to-
ward global technological leadership. In conclusion, the relative decline of U.S.
hegemony has opened a critical window for China’s transformation from a regional
power into a global actor capable of shaping the structure and functioning of inter-
national order. However, the sustainability of this trajectory ultimately depends on
Beijing’s ability to manage its rivalry with the United States, cultivate trust among
other states, and mitigate the systemic risks associated with hegemonic transition.
Hegemonic decline, United States, China, Power Transition, International Order, Asia-

Pacific
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The Decline of US Hegemony and Trump’s Aggressive Policy (with Empha-

sis on US Attack on Iran)
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The rise of Donald Trump to power in the United States has profoundly influenced
international politics. Trump’s declared policy has been centered on “restoring
greatness” to America. In this context, despite criticizing the policies of previous
U.S. presidents for entangling the country in what he termed futile wars, Trump
himself has adopted aggressive policies. Not only did he significantly increase the
country’s military budget, but he also engaged in military threats against certain
nations and carried out limited military strikes against others, such as the Islamic
Republic of Iran. There appears to be a significant correlation between Trump’s
efforts to revive hegemony and restore America’s greatness and his administra-
tion’s aggressive and militaristic policies. Accordingly, the main research question
of this study is: How has the decline of American hegemony influenced Trump’s
aggressive policies, particularly toward Iran? The research method is descrip-
tive—analytical with a qualitative content analysis approach, and data has been
collected from library and online sources. To elucidate the research topic, the the-
oretical approach of neoclassical realism has been employed, which establishes a
meaningful connection between the domestic environment and the international
environment. The research hypothesis posits that the perceived relative decline
of U.S. power compared to previous decades, the perceived threat from emerging
powers—particularly China-, the need to demonstrate power to its allies as a dom-

inant force, along with the self-interested and power-seeking temperament and



personality of Donald Trump, have collectively led his administration to prioritize
a policy of power. This policy has been manifested through coercive diplomacy,
the application of pressure, and low-cost, limited military engagements, such as
military aggression towards Iran, with the aim of preserving American hegemony.
The findings indicate that the behaviors and actions of the Trump administration
to revive hegemony through an aggressive and unilateral policy are paradoxical.
This means that while Trump’s policies ostensibly represent an effort to restore he—
gemony, they have, in practice, resulted in a decline of U.S. legitimacy and soft
power globally, increased distrust towards the United States and its declared poli-
cies, and heightened international tensions due to the Trump administration’s mis-
management in resolving crises. Furthermore, the inability of the United States to
fully achieve its objectives, especially concerning Iran, contrasted with the capa-
bility of Iran, as a regional power, to respond to U.S. military aggression-a global

power-has challenged and weakened the hegemonic position of the United States.

Hegemonic Decline, United States of America, Donald Trump, Aggressive Poli-

cy, Islamic Republic of Iran.
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The West Asian Region in the Era of U.S. Decline, the Post-American World,
and a New Era: A Critical Analysis
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This article examines the geopolitical transformations in West Asia (Mid-
dle East) as a result of the perceived decline of U.S. hegemony and the emer-
gence of a multipolar world order. It argues that the withdrawal or reorientation
of U.S. foreign policy has created a power vacuum, leading to a complex in-
terplay of regional and extra-regional actors. The paper will analyze how this
shift has impacted regional security dynamics, economic relationships, and
the balance of power. It will also explore the rise of new influences, such as
China and Russia, and the increasing autonomy of regional powers like Iran,
Turkey, and Saudi Arabia. The study concludes by assessing the challeng-

es and opportunities for a stable regional order in a post-American West Asia.

West Asia, middle east , US decline , International new order,
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The West Asian Region in the Era of U.S. Decline, the Post-American World,
and a New Era: A Critical Analysis
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This article examines the geopolitical transformations in West Asia (Middle East)
as a result of the perceived decline of U.S. hegemony and the emergence of a mul-
tipolar world order. It argues that the withdrawal or reorientation of U.S. foreign
policy has created a power vacuum, leading to a complex interplay of regional and
extra-regional actors. The paper will vividly analyze how this shift has impacted
regional security dynamics, economic relationships, and the balance of power. It
will also explore the rise of new influences, such as China and Russia, and the in-
creasing autonomy of regional powers like Iran, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia. The re-
search critically examines the geopolitical transformations occurring in West Asia
(the Middle East) as a consequence of the perceived decline in U.S. hegemony and
the subsequent emergence of a multipolar global order. It posits that the U.S. with-
drawal and strategic reorientation away from the region have created a power vacu-
um, leading to a complex interplay of regional and extra-regional actors. This shift
has fundamentally impacted regional security dynamics, economic relationships,
and the balance of power. The analysis delves into three main areas: first, the ero-
sion of U.S. unipolarity and its security architecture in West Asia; second, the rise
of new influences, particularly China and Russia, and their strategic and economic
engagements in the region; and third, the increasing autonomy and assertiveness of

key regional powers like Iran, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia. The study employs a crit-



ical geopolitical approach to analyze the motivations and strategies of these actors
and their cumulative effect on the regional order. It concludes by assessing the chal-
lenges and opportunities for a stable regional order in a post-American West Asia,
highlighting the potential for both increased conflict and new forms of cooperation.
The findings suggest that the future of the region will be defined by adelicate and dy -

namic balance of power, rather than the singular dominance of a single superpower.

Hegemony. Us decline, International order, West Asia, International law, post-

war

I (52, Jg3 Gl oo (osegen collio oSy

4
<

yilaa  (gragea
143 glyga:1Sasal

Ay
1E-£ ala Gl - plle

=
=



M

Q)

The Third Infernational Conference on The Decline of The
United States: The New Era of The worid - October 28, 202.

4‘
<

iz (ilyge o o pelluwy 1le2 5 5o al Ugdl 0ilygo 4o Ll iyt didbie -0yl o0

20 D08 bjlge i 3L L Sla (g pl WS 9 I T i
(42%) gldinls plol dds Nl sgaw 1O A% 9wt O3 9
The Decline of the United States and the Birth of a New World Order: Re-

defining the Balance of Power in the 21st Century in the Thought Sphere of

Imam Khamenei (May His Excellency Preserve Him)

i Ayl gasly s
m.radmehr1362@gmail.com
S5y el dlear
Razavi.s.j@chmail.ir
ey S
m.radmehr1362@gmail.com

]
. %

25 Sk 45 Ol 2y5 ot gl ol as 53 55 el ol Yy
5 2l 3gbs slac, s o gl ol YL o, 5 Jgl Ol 55 48 el
(el iy glarals plal (Sa sl s 55 ool ST myigy i
S s 3l sl aSl sl s el o a5 ) o
5052 el O ol (s a8 ol Sl s o5 5 5 5poenlS ol
Jbo iy b ol g Al e 0SS gt 08 )3 i e il
S8 b el O (ane 1oy SULy ¢ o gi= S (63,5055 5 Og-omas
o b bl sl (alian 50305 58 sy 3350 Jhadligs Loy oole Lol
i 4S A o Ol Laal el 03,8 el sl |y pange b oo S5
oS 5 el o Sler cuSie JLast copg 0ues I Gl (gl L
Ol s ol el an S aked glaailas Ko cocaglio plaxaS
o B E B )l p SG ol 55 el 0l 5 Ol el



J wlod oy 5 Dlul el ool (A= (Glws 4 byie 4S8
Sl B awdin o a3 s s OUT ey 28 sl 4 JOls e
O (oS3 05 45 2,5 0 et Ui lal il 35 poreis el
oyl Sl b3 Ul s S8 5 S e el
Olezr cslacals plol ey ile o Sl oo oo dSG ol Jl gl el

.CY\_\»\

Yvy

16+£ ala olal T- adle agan ol)9a:(5pal

lallgn il aagea

=
=

I (52, Jg3 Gl oo (osegen collio oSy



o2 0loo o Sopellu Olez 9 Supel Usdl iligs o Ll Lipé dihie -)lo2 soxo Il

The Third Infernational Conference on The Decline of The

M

Q)

United States: The New Era of The worid - October 28, 202.

Yy

—

O & Sl ol DO IS 50 Ml OB (S5gIgdnl
L] )&T Jedl 4o b T
The Role of the Islamic Revolution’s Ideology in Shaping West Asia’s Security

Order During the Decline of the United States
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New alliances in West Asia: An examination of the Shanghai and BRICS
agreements and their impact on regional stability and the decline of U.S.

hegemony
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Recent developments in the geopolitical landscape of West Asia indicate a sig-
nificant shift from a unipolar order predicated on United States hegemony to-
wards a multipolar and networked structure.This article,employing an analyti-
cal-explanatory approach and grounded in the theories of Neoclassical Realism
and Power Transition, examines the membership and inclination of key West
Asian actors, notably Iran and Saudi Arabia, towards the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) and the BRICS group.The central argument is that this
convergence is not merely an economic choice but a strategic act of soft balanc-
ing against Western dominance and a transition towards a new regional securi-
ty and economic architecture.The research demonstrates that the appeal of these
coalitions for regional states is rooted in multiple and intertwined factors. The
relative decline of American power and Washington’s strategic de-emphasis on
West Asia have created a palpable security vacuum, compelling regional actors
to pursue security self-reliance and seek alternative partners.Concurrently, this
movement is a response to the urgent need to transition from oil-based econo-
mies and to engage in de-dollarization; joining BRICS offers a mechanism to

reduce dependency on the U.S. dollar and diversify economies in a world where
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financial sanctions have become a political instrument. Furthermore,these alli-
ances emphasize distinct international norms, such as non-interference and re-
spect for national sovereignty,which contrast with the interventionist policies
of the West, thereby generating their appeal.Consequently, the expansion of the
SCO and BRICS into West Asia, while possessing the potential to mitigate ten-
sions between regional rivals through diplomacy and economic interdependence,
simultaneously accelerates the gradual erosion of the United States’ political, mil-
itary,and economic influence. This article concludes that this trend does not signify
immediate stability but rather heralds the formation of a post-American regional
order,the principal characteristic of which is the competition among great global

powers and the endeavor by local actors to attain maximum strategic autonomy.

West Asia Geopolitics; Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO); BRICS; De-

cline of American Hegemony; New World Order; Strategic Autonomy
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Analyzing the effectiveness of sanctions in the era of shifting global power: a

case study of Iran, Russia, and Venezuela

(SLbL adle o sty el Laulsy (6,553 (gymmitils (g domgo ailaw
s.movahedi@atu.ac.ir
cg3lew Ll
Sajjadi.m(@ut.ac.ir
oA S>

- *

b slayll s ol 5 S | slaaas b (golasbl Slam s
L) slee Sl bl Olsear 5 Llodds s ooyl sl 55 odoets YL
Josle wu”..zSJ_, g;g\.ﬁ)w Mb: CJJJOU)S)) c‘_’.u.aj\u?: Lf‘LA 6\.&4&2‘9
asls Lol 15 coslow 5 3Lasdl a8 S50 5 S 3yls a5 01!
g 5B SLac s jeb 5 S0l smin o2y Jpdl - ool sl
0sSar 4S ol O gy ool (6 ygmes lams il ans Lo ,ISCAT s 51 o
s alS L o5 (6 1S5 sl ainilys aaagy b ol Lol ookl (6 pggr
Wl (e 53 5 LS b mere (Sler 28 O3l i 51 20 slacap 5 5
LSLA‘)‘J"J":J‘": ‘Lg'ﬁ)ﬁT;;})b wL:.aﬂ)J uﬂfﬁ JJ.S‘)S} ﬂ)‘s Ly )y
dslod,S slowl ammg LB (6oliamdl (glayLid oueolisS s LAV;:PJ aS das> e



oty Ao sl Sl anm el el 5 Sodailon o Lo
Gl s e slac, s ol (goliazdl sla g, e aolidl e aslis sLoassl
o3l (_aglie sluadl 4o ST L ol ol _podwsl (9o - Liloded ¥ a0 Kol
il Madlrm 5 sladbans (sla () lSon sl 5 3ol s (slayas
il iz 531y 355 ik 5 A8 s by Lag o5 () M5 ot o
ogdhe andllas ol das Ll (63Luamdl s o ai 55 oS0l oS 5 il sLasl
Sl Ll oo cu‘.ﬁfd Slacasd g Lacodgdows o)bys ode J s S
bzl wlados 5 I slagilaul co st (solasl gl b
sl e Al (o3l jLss slajlil b agerlss 53 LS S5 5 0l

Lﬁ»\)fwla.;.xq- cO‘J_j‘ ‘_;cj_w\

I (52, Jg3 Gl oo (osegen collio oSy

~M
—~
~

16+£ ala ol T- adle agan ol)9a:(51pal

lallgn ialaa  gaagea

=
=



—2

United States: The New Era of The world - October 28, 2025 itmmgy),

r>'

The Third Infernational Conference on The Decline of The

=

Glez auo 0k S pollun Ole 2 (150 el U8l g yo olaidl -puivis yexo Il

J9d! pas 33 IS ol Slaidl

American Economy in Decline Era

015 o83l ¢l eshe 5 G 035 skl ¢ siad gy
cfaizee(@ut.ac.ir
Abstract
One of the important matters in international political economy is the debate on the
decline of the American economy. The American economy has been and continues
to be extremely nationalistic, selfish, and monopolistic at the global level during
the Trump era. This has recently led to conflict and divisive discussions between the
United States and the major poles of the global economy. And this, at least accord-
ing to liberal theories, eliminates opportunities for global participation and cooper—
ation, and even endangers the American economy. In this case, this will be problem-
atic how the decline occurs. Studies have shown that the American economy, both
domestically and globally, has lost its productivity more than ever before due to the
severity of its actions in dealing with economic actors, which in turn leads to the loss
ofincentives for economic growth. After reviewing the literature of decline, this ar-

ticle explains causes behind this, both historically and in terms of current conditions.

Kkeywords: America, global economy, decline, neomercantilism, interven—

tionism
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Abstract
The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, recognized as one of the world’s
key geopolitical and geoeconomic hubs, has long served as a battleground for great
power competition. Over the past few decades, the United States has upheld a domi-
nant role in the region through military hegemony, while China has gradually expand-
ed its influence by engaging in economic diplomacy and enhancing trade relations,
particularly under the “Belt and Road Initiative.” Today, China’s presence in the re-
gion has surged nearly threefold. This study aims to explore the economic implica-
tions of this power shift for MENA countries, seeking to determine whether China’s
trade-oriented influence has proven more advantageous than U.S. military hegemo-
ny for the region. To this end, the ratio of U.S. to China trade was utilized as an indica-
tor to assess the changing balance of power in economic relations, and its impact on the
economic growth of MENA countries was evaluated using the Autoregressive Distrib-
uted Lag (ARDL) approach over the study period. The findings indicate that with the
decline of U.S. influence and the rise of China’s trade presence, MENA countries have
reaped greater economic benefits. Overall, the economic power shift toward China has
yielded positive outcomes for the region’s growth, suggesting that the erosion of U.S.
economic dominance has favored MENA states. These results offer valuable insights
into the future of regional economic and political order and can assist policymakers in ¢

Keywords: Power shift, MENA, United States, China, Economic growth, ARDL
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How is excessive military spending contributing to the relative decline of
American power?
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Abstract
This article examines the hypothesis that the United States’ staggering and per—
sistent military spending, while maintaining its military superiority in the short
term, has contributed to its relative decline on the global stage in the long term
by crowding out investment in other critical areas of national power. Using
the framework of Paul Kennedy’s theory of “imperial overstretch,” this arti-
cle shows that the allocation of enormous resources to the military sector has
directly and negatively affected America’s economic competitiveness, tech-
nological innovation, social health, and domestic infrastructure. Drawing on
economic data, international comparisons, and a case study of competition with
China, this analysis argues that the current US security model is unsustain-

able and requires a rethinking of national priorities to prevent further decline.

Keywords: Military spending, United States of America, Economy.
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osophical interpretation of the “True Promise” within the context of histori-

cal theology

'LSAM‘“" (3%} ks L;L,:.(J ‘LSJ?b o3l 685 Bslodeses
mohammadtabaril4@gmail.com
Ganjkhanil383@gmail.com

The Third Infernational Conference on The Decline of The

[}
- <

£

—

Srans,e 13150 ol sdete LI Sesin a8 ol ololsS sl ans di ¥gss
S 5148 (bl sl ot ol gyl L JSIL Snh 5 g3lasil e sl
Sl Sl 5 el o s ST el s S s
olad o s B sl SLgl 5 )5 aid 3313 503 (g 315
Olsrea 4l Sler 503k SO ey palS wlies Les 5 0L | sl o
Cosglis ager Olos ol 53.3,S (bl (el 5 (Fuy 1S 55 Cilas (ladais
ST Ol 3l sline B Ml o i 53 5y gl (658 Olyen
Fb il o 1 g ol sy el 03588 < 2 (6551, |y ypoenlSS T
Slles e ol o ncnl jlpmad (3l @i e )3 b DLl
S Bz 4l ogd o 2l e slasy SO Les (@slo slacdsy)
S b L o g seeb 5 Sl glacs, i byiw 5 5ol slac
e 0 Sldas ol 4 as e 0Lt Lol Ll s sl 4 ke
2 Obastae (63500 55 (el ey o 5 s logdar cnglie agr H1US)
=25 (ol ol Ol G ol Jabl sy e 1 Lt 55 5 0eSinms




b 5o ol a5 53 G ol bl 1l (253 o) s
SOl ol ¢ aslie Coiis e s 43 Conglits g 5 355 5 g
S0 Saslie agear el Olan iy ool S0l Oler Sl o5 5ok
Slodey o aSUs ¢ pnlon 970 L 45 (o) S lgdl s ol plas 4zl
S Al Sgpine s Sa¥ole adii o 108 s 3 S Syeme s Bolo
Sl (33l Glasdes ccasglin g odil LG ol Jgdl 2 gudS lals

ol Ol A (e

I (52, Jg3 Gl oo (osegen collio oSy

™M
D
=t

yilaa  (gragea

ottt

16+£ ala olal T- adle agan ol)9a:(5pal

=
=



B 053 0gbgEoloslaoacyludgslaig) Sy o les crogliodguz saidiitig o I

=

United States: The New Era of The world - October 28, 2025 itmmgy),

ol (Soloxe 38 Cwglie ygome Wur (LoD L § 1S T Jgd!
Slogaed RS 4 51051 210 il Jle>
the decline of the United States and the redefined position of the resistance
axis in the architecture of the post-American global order: the transition
toward a civilization-building actor

(@R e CLAC»L? oK ils i 5T Jled 5 ilaysls Sladlas (6553 (g3lap i

2f.farhadi1992@gmail.com
SN

5 ol ol ((63aBl slal 53 odmete LT Sssia oy Aol
a0 Ol Sy sis Jaomn (5 S 5 (e il mal g Sanp
SLa L 5 (sladbais 01,505k cdlp ol 55 ol ol (ol ol 23 (5
By oo b (0 xS slaglonn 53 (SIS OIS lteny Sexsis
a0 aglie pgomn Ayl op oy |y 355 (63l ol i Al o b
S Conl (e iz (63,2l (L1 SO -8 Jases i 55 Ol (8,
Silen b Sl o ol g)lene 53 Ol sdzes (Lol Kl sl e
oS Ll e 4555 sdete YL Jgdl 55,0 55 Cslite jomen sl 0l
TS e 5 o STy Slex o o (Glane 53 ] 35 Ao
Conslin jpome (Sl ol sl Sla il 5 Lacp ooy 5 iy s
375085 1 e SiAg by e g o5 (G lans 53 O (Lol oy
31 St Laanl o ed Sl sl Gy la ulsg ks - rli il
U wlaS s conslie yomen (Sl b ooty S sdete SYLI Jgdl a8 555 0
PR SOV FUO bl e  SWI50 Sy iR, 5
o3ls aabdl |y glawolieis 28 (g5,aly slaanis wgladkn Sk sl
Cnglis jomme oS G |y ALsl —dodgs (L )0 355 d S
ety g 3l (5o 5 1o el szl LB Ll L Ll

The Third Infernational Conference on The Decline of The

€

=




S il 5L Sl 5 03,8 il |y O (s S 5 eyt Yol
5 J sl 9SGl ol 3 dls ol ok Wil ikes SKsaS SG wg
Sl wald Sl s o Glane 5o | Cnslie i ol S
(S RS Ty 5 gl jyomn Gl hed SiiS 1 gl LalS

el (g lens

I (52, Jg3 Gl oo (osegen collio oSy

~Mm
D
~Mm

16+£ ala olal T- adle agan ol)9a:(5pal

lallgn il aagea

=
=




B 053 0gbgEoloslaoacyludgslaig) Sy o les crogliodguz saidiitig o I

=

United States: The New Era of The world - October 28, 2025 itmmgy),

N 01598 3 Ol gl (oMl (Sy580 (5 sl8 5L Olol YI
Jhodl oy pU
deterrence imperatives of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the era of interna-

tional system transition
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Abstract
The formation of the Global Resistance Front, commonly known as the Axis of
Resistance, marks a pivotal development in contemporary geopolitics, uniting
diverse actors in West Asia to counter the dominance of the United States and the
Zionist regime. This coalition, led by Iran and including groups such as Hezbollah,
Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Ansarallah, and Iraqi Popular Mobilization
Forces,hasemergedasaresilientforceamidongoingconflicts,symbolizingabroader
challenge to Western imperialism and contributing to discussions on the decline of
U.S. global influence. Its importance lies in reshaping regional power structures,
influencing international alliances, and accelerating shifts toward a multipolar
world order, particularly in the context of escalating tensions in West Asia. The
research problem addressed here is the multifaceted effects and consequences of
this front’s formation on political, military, economic, and ideological landscapes
in West Asiaand globally, with a necessity to examine how it accelerates the erosion
of U.S. hegemony while facing internal and external challenges. This analysis is

essential for understanding adaptive strategies in asymmetric warfare and their



role in fostering a new era free from unilateral dominance. The method involves
a qualitative review of recent geopolitical events, drawing from academic journal
articles, think tank reports, intelligence analyses, and media sources representing
diverse perspectives, including Western, Israeli, Iranian, and leftist viewpoints, to
ensure a comprehensive assessment. Key findings reveal that the front has inflicted
significant setbacks on U.S. and Israeli interests through coordinated actions
and deterrence, weakening regional proxies and promoting anti-imperialist
mobilization; however, it has also endured crises, such as leadership losses
and ground offensives, leading to a return to local roots for survival. Secondary
outcomes include heightened global trade disruptions, advancements in Iran’s
peaceful nuclear program despite sanctions, and opportunities for diplomatic

.realignments, ultimately contributing to the perceived decline of American power

Keywords: Axis of Resistance, U.S. Decline, Zionist Regime, Anti-Imperial-

ism, Multipolar World.
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on Ayatollah Khamenei’s civilizational approach (with an emphasis on the

confrontational duality of U.S. decline - resistance rise)
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The future of the global Resistance Front in the era of America’s decline:

From *True Promise* to *Al-Aqsa Flood*
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From the Great Satan to the Fourth Republic: Civilizational Eschatology in
American History
Dr. E. Michael Jones, prominent and American Catholic intellectual, writer, and
speaker
Abstract:
As Strauss and Howe have pointed out, human history can be bro-
ken down into aions which last 80 years. According to this theory, Amer-
ican history is made up of three republics. The first American republic be-
gan in 1781 with the proclamation of the constitution of the United States.
That republic came to an end 80 years later with the outbreak of the Civil War.
The second republic began in 1865 with the end of the Civil War. At this point
the states lost their independent existence and only existed as departments of the
United States. The second republic came to an end when American emerged vic-
torious from World War II and became the third republic or the American Empire.
It is now 80 years since the creation of the American Empire, and the
third republic is now coming to an end. That means the end of its found-
ing myth, which is the holocaust, and the end of that myth means the eventu-
al end of Jewish power and the state of Israel, which will turn 80 in three years.
Another casualty of the demise of the third republic is Protestant—
ism, which as Emmanuel Todd pointed out in La Defaite de 1'Occi-
dent, is the hidden grammar of American identity. What Todd did not un-
derstand is that Satanism is the hidden grammar of Protestantism.

The Ayatollah Khomeini was right when he described America as the Great Sa-



tan. I show just how right he was by examining the influence which Satan’s speech
in Milton’s Paradise Lost had on virtually every major American thinker, from
Tom Paine to Malcolm X in my new book “Walking with a Bible and a Gun.”
The disappearance of Protestantism will precipitate the inaugural battle of the
fourth republic, which will be between Catholics and Jews, the other two eth-
nic groups in America, over whether there is a universal moral law. That bat-

tle began in earnest when the IDF shelled Holy Family Catholic Church in Gaza.

Keywords: United States, American Empire, Founding myth, Great Satan, Fu-

ture battle.
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The End of Pax Americana in West Asia: Shifts in Global Geopolitical Archi-
tecture

Professor Greg Simons, Daffodil International University, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Abstract:

In 1991, when the Cold War ended with a whimper rather than a bang, the Unit-
ed States-led Western-centric unipolar order was the absolute global hege-
mon. This was seen as a reason for exaggerated celebration, bragging and hu-
bris, along with delusional myths that they had won this war and the world was
theirs. Such arrogance and ignorance were illustrated by the literature of this
time in the 1990s, such as Fukuyama’s End of History or Brezenski’s The Grand
Chessboard. However, a mixture of arrogance and ignorance that was not ef-
fectively checked by a peer global geopolitical power as the Soviet Union did
in the Cold War (1945-1991) led to excesses and an over extension globally.
Brzezinski noted in 1997, the US needed to follow three geostrategic imperatives
to uphold and maintain its imperial global absolute hegemony. Those geostra-
tegic imperatives include: 1) keeping vassal states dependent and pliant (obe-
dient); 2) keeping client states protected and pliant; and 3) to prevent the rise of
states or blocks of states that can challenge US hegemony. However, exces-
sive belief in their own hard power and an absolute lack of checks and balances
in the international system from 1990-2008 created a context of economic, po-
litical and military overreach by the US. At this stage, information power sup-
ported (justified and legitimised) military power projection. Therefore, the fifth

dimension of strategy (information and knowledge) supported the first through



the third dimensions of strategy (land, maritime and airpower). In turn, this
led to the branding of political warfare and subversion as in the Colour Revo-
lutions (2003-2005) and the Arab Spring (2010-2012), but also in direct mili-
tary aggression as the Global War On Terror (GWOT) in Afghanistan and Iraq.
GWOT were unnecessary and risky wars of choice that created the context of
the “Forever Wars” that drained US military, economic and political power.
As the 21st century has progressed the tide has very gradually and yet visibly seen
arelative US decline, globally and certainly in West Asia. There is little argument
now that the Global North (US-led Western centric unipolar order) is in an ac-
celerating state of relative decline, and the Global South (Non-Western centric
multipolar order) is clearly on the ascension. The geostrategic imperatives of the
US are in a state of disarray and catastrophic failure as the system of vassal and
client states are in decline, and a block of states of the Global South are solidify-
ing their capability and capacity. The Global South no longer remains in a passive
or reactive stance of only standing in opposition to slavery from the Global North
and the US as its head. Now, there is a movement towards offering an attractive
and viable alternative to being an object of the US in international relations, to-
gether with their ideologically messianic transactional approach and zero-sum
outcomes. The Global South is moving from a personalised leaders’ approach
to an institutional one with the expansion of BRICS, SCO and other geopolitical
and geoeconomic entities to facilitate relational reciprocity in international rela-
tions based on the notion of pursuit of national interests and win-win scenarios.
The return of Trump to the White House is merely a clear sign of the decay and dis-
array of the Global North. Trump is not a reaction against a corrupt and broken sys—
tem, he is a product ofit. He does not want to end this abusive system of global dom-
inance and pillaging of the Global South’s wealth and assets, but understands the
need to try and radically reform the system before it dies. The situation is desperate
and deeply time sensitive, he faces a similar dilemma to that of the Soviet leader,

Mikhail Gorbachev in the mid-1980s with respect to the Soviet Union. An apparent
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disharmony in the Global North with Trump does not concern the strategic objec—
tives, but rather the tactical and operational level approaches to realise those goals.
Among the greatest regional power pillars of the Global South in key contested
geopolitical regions is Russia in Europe, China in Asia-Pacific and Iran in West
Asia. The events in West Asia provide an insight into this desperation as the US
empire is seemingly entering the pages of history, no matter the desperate measures
implemented. The threat of US military and economic power no longer carries the
threat it once did, much thanks being owed to the overuse of this threat, and powers
calling the bluff of the US (Russia in Ukraine and Iran in West Asia). The vanity
project of the US in Lebanon to build a massive imperial “embassy” complex from
which to rule West Asia seems like white elephant as the attempts to crush Hez-
bollah have been stymied, installing Al Qaeda terrorists in Damascus have merely
created longer term problems for the US and Israel. The defeat of Israel and the
US in their deceptive war of aggression against [ran are further proof of their de-
cline. The US has been until now, seeking to simultaneously weaken and contain,
China, Iran and Russia. Under Trump, the realisation is the Global North lacks the
tangible (physical) and intangible (cognitive) capability and capacity. There is ap-
parently a move to try and temporarily freeze the conflicts with Russia and Iran, to

enable the concentration on China, which is seen as the most urgent rival to target.

Keywords: Multipolar Order Ascendancy, Relative US Decline, Global South,

Geostrategic Imperatives Failure.
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The Unfolding Post-American Order: Decline, Multipolarity, and the Recali-
bration of Global Power

Vanna Vannuccini, [talian journalist and author

Abstract:

To speak, as anticipated at the international conference of October 28, of “a victo-
ry of the global Resistance” against the United States and its closest allies appears
premature, and perhaps misleading, for now. Inreality, the leadership of the Resis-
tance in West Asia—particularly in Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, and Yemen—has
been severely hit. Moreover, one must ask whether the real objective is the outright
victory of one front over another, or rather a more equitable reorganization of inter—
national relations in a world where the supremacy of a single superpower is fading.
The MAGA promise, Make America Great Again, has remained nothing more
than Trump’s campaign slogan. The decline of the United States is visible to
all, triggered above all by internal factors, starting with the issue of the deficit.
The unreliability of U.S. economic and foreign policy—one of the hallmarks of
the Trump presidency—frightens and alienates both trade partners and “friendly”
countries, asin the tariffdisputes. The search foran alternative currency of exchange
and reference for international transactions, independent of the dollar, is becoming
increasingly urgent. Thisis a process on whichmuch ofthe world is engaged, and the
BRICS coalition is actively working on it. The Chinese yuan has already appeared
in oil trade, following the tightening of U.S. sanctions against the [slamic Republic.
Among the different regions of the globe, only the European Union seems to
remain subject to Trump’s decisions, in an economic and political subordina-

tion that is turning it into an American colony. Whereas in the post-war period
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a much smaller Europe managed to have its own voice within the Atlantic Alli-
ance—as with Germany’s Ostpolitik, which gradually reshaped the harsh con-
frontation of the Cold War—today the Union of 27 has given up any proactive role.
The American decline can also be measured by the growing estrangement from a
way of life once exported everywhere. The United States is now a divided coun—
try, weakened in its identity, no longer able to inspire the fascination that—
through the soft power of Hollywood, music, the media, new consumer trends,
and intellectual movements—once Americanized a large part of the world. To-
day, others’ outlook has changed. New protagonists are emerging, especial-
ly in Asia. There is no longer a spontaneous adherence to the American model.
Further widening the cultural and moral gap between the rest of the world and the
United States is Washington’s total dependence on Israeli government decisions
regarding the genocide in Gaza and the violent uprooting of Palestinians in the West
Bank. This subservience is difficult to explain, even considering the power the
pro-Israel lobby holds in U.S. finance, media, and electoral dynamics. The Ameri-
cans—inamove thatharmed their own interests—even allowed Israel to bomb Qa-
tar, their ally, thereby undermining the trust of the entire Gulf monarchies’ council.
When inaugurating his second term, Trump declared that the decline of the United
Stateshadendedwithhisreturntothe White House. Yetthedeclineisinstead continu-
ing,somuchsothatthe U.S. presidenthimselfadmittedit, givingwaytothetrade war.
If Europe no longer speaks with one voice and West Asia is exhaust-
ed, the world is nonetheless shifting toward a post-American-hegemo-
ny era, with new protagonists such as China and the BRICS. These ac-
tors are more interested in building a multipolar world—where American
power is reduced—than in engaging in direct confrontation with the United States.
Thisisacomplex phase withuncertainoutcomes, butonethatcouldalsoleadtoanew
and fairer order for the peoples of West Asia after decades of wars, oppression, and

ethnic cleansing brought about by the boundless hegemony of the U.S.-Israel bloc.

Keywords: US Decline, Multipolar World, Resistance Front, BRICS, De-dol-

larization.
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Artificial Intelligence and US power - A Decolonial perspective
Professor Arshin Adib-Moghaddam, Professor in Global Thought and Compara-
tive Philosophies at SOAS, University of London, and Chair of the Centre for Ira-
nian Studies at the London Middle East Institute

Abstract:

This short paper critically examines the dominance of artificial intelligence (Al)
by the United States through a decolonial framework. The U.S.’s leadership in
Al innovation is not simply a matter of technological progress but reflects deep-
er continuities with colonial and imperial power structures that continue to shape
global hierarchies of knowledge, power, and economic extraction. By fore-
grounding the concept of coloniality, the paper demonstrates how Al serves as a
contemporary technology of neocolonial control, perpetuating technological de-
pendency, epistemic injustice, and economic inequalities for the Global South and
marginalized communities. It engages with the scholarship of key decolonial and
critical theorists to argue for the urgent need to decolonize Al through inclusive

governance, redistribution of technological sovereignty, and epistemic pluralism.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Decolonial Framework, Neocolonial Control,

Technological Dependency.
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Resistance challenges in face of uneven US decline

Dr.Tim Anderson, Australian academic and activist
Abstract:

The USA is certainly in economic and political decline, but its decline is un-
even and the would-be world dictator remains dangerous as it tries to maintain
global dominance. No longer pre-eminent in technology, let alone production
and manufactured trade, the US still dominates finance and media—propagan-
da and has invested heavily in its war machine in an attempt to hang onto priv-
ileged access to resources around the world. The decline seems unlikely to lead
to direct war with China, the rising economic super power, and as is suggest-
ed by the “Thucydides trap’. Its preferred form of intervention in the 21st cen-
tury has become hybrid and proxy wars, which I call ‘wars of hegemonic de-
cline’, and which may spread as Washington further loses power and influence.
Challenges for those peoples who wish to avoid submission and enslave-
ment and would prefer to see the emergence of a multipolar world should
therefore pay particular attention to the construction of defensive allianc-
es, economic cooperation with like-minded nations, participation in new fi-
nancial architecture (especially that of BRICS) and new collaborative ven-
tures in media and communications. Combined action is essential, as the

USA successfully practices and indeed relies heavily on divide and rule.

Keywords: Decline of US Hegemony, Proxy/Hybrid Wars, Multipolar World,

Defensive & Economic Alliances, New Financial Architecture.
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The Impact of a Differentiated Ally Strategy on the Order of the Middle East
under the Background of the Decline of the US

Dr.Han Jianwei, Associate professor of Middle East Studies Institute of Shanghai
International Studies University

Abstract:

The decline of the United States has been a prevailing consensus in the international
community in recent years, manifesting in a comprehensive decline in its politi-
cal, economic, cultural, and international influence. This decline has profound-
ly impacted the transformation of the international order, with more pronounced
effects on regional orders, such as the Middle East. Since the outbreak of the new
round of Israeli-Palestinian conflict in 2013, under Israel’s brutal offensive, the
two-state solution remains unimplemented, leading to a severe humanitarian cri-
sis in Gaza, for which the United States bears significant responsibility. The un-
conditional indulgence and support of the United States for Israel are the primary
causes of the tragedy. Apart from Israel, many Arab countries are also U.S. allies,
hosting American military bases and heavily relying on the United States for secu-
rity. However, the United States pursues a differentiated ally strategy, prioritizing
‘Israel first” over supporting other allies, which emboldens Israel to attack Arab
countries. The differentiated ally strategy in the Middle East fundamentally stems
from the United States’ declining power and reduced dominance in Middle Eastern
affairs. In the context of its waning influence, the United States aims to strengthen
Israel’s military superiority and influence in the region to enhance control over the

Middle East. However, this differentiated strategy has significantly damaged U.S.
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countries have experienced a crisis of trust in the United States, beginning to seek
unity within the Arab-Islamic world and reassessing the credibility of U.S. secu-
rity commitments. The differentiated ally strategy has also exacerbated Israel’s
erroneous perceptions, making it more audacious in external offensives, increas-
ing the likelihood of large-scale conflicts between Israel and other Arab coun-
tries in the future, and making the Abraham Accords unsustainable. This strategy

will further accelerate the United States’” decline in the Middle East and globally.

Keywords: Decline of the United States, Differentiated Ally Strategy, Middle

East, International Order.
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The Decline of the United States

Professor Jeremy Shearmur, a Reader in Political Theory in the Faculty of Arts at

The Australian National University

Abstract:

It might seem absurd to discuss the decline of the United States at a time when

it has immense military and economic resources, and its current President

seems free to act on the basis of whims, both nationally and internationally.

However, significant changes have taken place in terms of the international econ-

omy, the balance of power internationally and also with regard to the Ameri-

can political system. That President Trump can act as he has been able to do,

depends, I would suggest, on underlying factors, which I will discuss briefly.

€))

€))

€))

While America is no longer in as dominant a position as it was in
the past either in economic or military terms, it no longer faces
direct threats which previously made alliances and shared rules so
important toit. This has created space within which President Trump
has been able to act on personal whims and to disconcert allies.
America had, from its Founding, benefited from a distinctive
constitution. Its institutions developed into a striking system
of checks and balances between the different arms of central
government and also between the central government and the states.
This has proved surprisingly fragile in the face of President Trump’s
populism.

The underlying factors which have made this possible are complex.

But among them are economic changes which have led to the
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elite. While an important role has been played by the institutional
fragmentation of the public sphere which served to include citizens
generally in rational, critical discourse. In ways that parallel aspects
of Jlrgen Habermas’s Structural Transformation of the Public
Sphere, greater social openness (in our day, through the internet and

social media) has opened the way to demagoguery.

Keywords: Decline of the United States, Populism, Fragility of Political Institu-

tions, Transformation of the Public Sphere, Shift in the Balance of Power.
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The Rise of China and the Decline of the United States

Professor Li Fuquan, The Institute of Middle Eastern Studies, Northwest Univer-
sity, China

Abstract:

In recent years, the international landscape has undergone profound changes,
with one of the most notable phenomena being the rapid rise of China and the rel-
ative decline of the United States. This shift is not merely a change in economic
strength but also a realignment of political models, global governance philoso-
phies, and international influence. This trend reflects the inevitability of historical
development while also presenting new opportunities and challenges for the world.
The rise of China is a multi-dimensional phenomenon. Economical-
ly, China has become the world’s second-largest economy, with a per cap-
ita GDP exceeding $10,000, marking its transition from a impoverished
nation to a middle-income country. Through reform and opening-up, techno-
logical innovation, and industrial upgrading, China has established a compre-
hensive industrial system and achieved global leadership in fields such as 5G,
artificial intelligence, and high-speed rail. At the same time, China’s Belt and
Road Initiative has provided a new platform for global infrastructure construc—-
tion and economic cooperation, attracting participation from numerous countries.
Politically, China’s development model demonstrates efficiency and sta-
bility. The centralized and unified system under the leadership of the Com-
munist Party of China enables rapid consensus-building on major decisions
and effective implementation of long-term plans. This model has shown

strong adaptability in addressing challenges such as financial crises, pover-
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ty alleviation, and the COVID-19 pandemic. In contrast, the United States fac—
es increasingly prominent issues of political polarization, social fragmenta—-
tion, and inefficient decision-making, which undermine its national cohesion.
Culturally, China’s soft power continues to grow. The global enthusiasm for
learning Chinese is rising, and Chinese cultural products such as films, litera-
ture, and art are gaining international attention. The concept of a “community
with a shared future for mankind,” advocated by China, emphasizes win-win co-
operation and inclusive development, offering new ideas for global governance.
However, China’s rise has not been without challenges. Domestically, it fac—
es issues such as an aging population, environmental pollution, and eco-
nomic restructuring. Internationally, it must address misunderstandings and
containment efforts from certain countries. Particularly, the United States
views China as a strategic competitor and attempts to slow China’s develop-
ment through trade wars, technological blockades, and military encirclement.
Incontrast,thedeclineoftheUnitedStatesisarelativeandcomplexprocess. Econom-
ically, although the U.S. remains the world’s largest economy, it faces severe prob-
lems such as high debt, industrial hollowing-out, and widening wealth inequality.
Politically, partisan confrontation has intensified, social divisions have deepened,
andpublictrustinthe governmentcontinuestodecline. Internationally, the U.S. uni-
lateralist foreign policy has repeatedly encountered setbacks, and the chaotic with—-
drawal from Afghanistan further damaged its international image and credibility.
Nevertheless, the decline of the United States is not absolute. It still retains sig—
nificant advantages in areas such as technological innovation, financial sys-
tems, military power, and higher education. The core issues facing the U.S. lie
in institutional fatigue and a loss of direction, rather than fundamental collapse.
The future of Sino-U.S. relations will profoundly influence the international or-
der of the 21st century. China has consistently emphasized that it does not seek
hegemony or expansion and is committed to peaceful development. The United

States, on the other hand, needs to adapt to a multipolar world, abandon zero-sum



thinking, and explore a path of coexistence and shared prosperity with China.
For other countries in the world, the rise of China and the rela-
tive decline of the United States mean more room for choice and stra-
tegic autonomy. Nations can seek balance between China and the U.S.
based on their own interests, rather than being forced to take sides.
In summary, China’s rise is the result of the hard work and independent develop-
ment of the Chinese people, while the decline of the United States stems more from
its internal contradictions and policy failures. This process reminds us that national
development requires institutional reforms that keep pace with the times, open and
inclusive international cooperation, and a continuous pursuit of social equity. In
the future, a multipolar world will require more dialogue than confrontation, and
more collaboration than monopoly. Only in this way can global governance be-

come more just and reasonable, and human civilization achieve shared prosperity.

Keywords: Rise of China, Decline of the United States, International Order, De-

velopment Model.
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The Decline of the International law as system

Professor Marco Greggi, International Tax Law at the University of Ferrara, Italy
Abstract:

This paper examines the decline of the Western-centric international legal order
and the concurrent struggle to establish a more equitable framework for global tax
governance. It posits that the post-war international economic system, historically
dominated by multinational corporations fromcolonial powersandthe United States,
has been perpetuated through biased tax rules. These rules, largely engineered by
the OECD, have systematically favored capital-exporting nations at the expense
of developing countries. This has resulted in a dual injustice: the exploitation of
natural resources is compounded by the erosion of the tax base in resource-rich
.and host countries, as profits are shifted to jurisdictions of residence or tax havens
The analysis critiques recent OECD initiatives, Pillar One and Pillar Two,
arguing that while they represent a nominal step towards reform, they are fraught
with political discord and operational complexity. This complexity effectively
marginalizes developing nations with less sophisticated tax administrations,
thereby replicating historical inequities through new legal and bureaucratic means.
In contrast, the paper identifies the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
as a promising alternative platform. The SCO’s approach, potentially grounded
in pluralistic principles of economic solidarity and social justice—drawing
from diverse cultural and philosophical traditions such as Islamic Zakat and the
African concept of Ubuntu—offers a vision for international tax law as a tool
for harmonious and supportive common growth. The conclusion advocates for a

paradigm shift away from hierarchical governance towards a multipolar model that



.prioritizes genuine equity and shared prosperity in the international tax regime

Keywords: International Tax Justice, Global Tax Governance, OECD, Shanghai

Cooperation Organization, Tax System Reform.
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US politics - War and genocide

Eric Walberg, Canadian journalist specializing in the Middle East, Central Asia
and Russia

Abstract:

Modern Americawas foundedin violence; firstslavery and genocide of natives, then
revolution against mother England, then war as the modus vivendi in the quest for
worlddomination. Thisessayfocusesonthe US civilwarandthe genocidein Cambo-

diaasaresultofthewarin Vietnam,andtheirrelevancetothe ongoingwarin Ukraine.
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The Decline and Rebirth of the USA

Sander Hicks, founder of Soft Skull Press and Vox Pop

Abstract:

This paper offers a critical and nuanced examination of the contested concept of
American “decline,” arguing against its interpretation as an irreversible fate.
While acknowledging profound moral and political crises exemplified by the
Trump administration’s ethical failures, militarism, and damage to diplomatic
norms, the paper contends that the United States embodies a fundamental contra-
diction: deep-seated pathologies exist alongside resilient capacities for renewal.
The analysis first interrogates the economic dimension of decline, challenging the
simplistic narrative of collapse since 1973. It highlights the divergence between
rising productivity and stagnant wages as a primary driver of inequality, which in
turn fuels political cynicism. However, this economic landscape is not monolithic.
The paper presents original research on emergent counter—forges, including the re-
vitalization of the labor movement through grassroots unions and the proliferation
of worker-owned cooperatives, which model democratic economic alternatives.
Beyond economics, the paper presents a case study of the Trump presiden-
cy, detailing unprecedented ethical breaches, reckless military actions, and
a transactional approach to governance that has eroded U.S. moral authori-
ty. Yet, even here, the analysis identifies a nascent spiritual insecurity that hints
at the potential for personal and national reckoning. Ultimately, the paper con-
cludes that the trajectory of the U.S. is not predetermined. It calls for a spiri-
tual and practical commitment to peace, championing grassroots diplomacy

and proposing the establishment of an international peace center to foster rec—
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eling a future built on shared humanity rather than geopolitical confrontation.

Keywords: US Decline, Economic Renewal, Income Inequality, People-to-Peo-

ple Diplomacy, Social Justice.
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The End of a Colonial Anachronism: “Israel,” Epistemicide, and the Liberation of
Palestine

Susana Khalil, Activist for Palestine and an Independent Researcher

Abstract:

This paper presents a critical analysis of the State of Israel as a contemporary
and anomalous colonial project, arguing for its characterization as a “Euro-
centric colonial anachronism.” It posits that the 1948 establishment of Israel
represents a continuation of European colonial practice, distinct from classi-
cal models in that it originates not from a pre-existing nation-state, but from a
political movement—Zionism—that strategically conflates religious identi-
ty with nationhood. The paper details the consequent processes of historicide,
epistemicide, and genocide enacted upon the native Semitic Palestinian peo-
ple, which simultaneously threatens the broader Arab-Persian-Kurdish world.
AcentralthesisistheexaminationofZionism’sideological framework, whichiscom-
pared to the medieval Crusades as another European religious—colonial movement
imposed on Palestine. The paper deconstructs the foundational claim of a “Jewish
nation,” arguing itis a historical fabrication that usurps both the land and the cultural
heritage of the indigenous population to legitimize its presence. This analysis chal-
lenges the international consensus on the two-state solution, framing itas a colonial
trap that perpetuates rather than resolves the underlying condition of colonization.
Finally, the paper assesses the global power dynamics, critiquing the prag-
matic approaches of Russia and China and highlighting Iran’s singular role in

the anti-imperialist resistance. It concludes that the decolonization of Pales-
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tine is an essential prerequisite for a just, multipolar world order and the libera-
tion of the region from Western hegemony, asserting that the dismantlement of

this colonial structure is a historical and moral imperative for the 21st century.

Keywords: Zionist Colonialism, Palestinian Genocide, Anti-Colonialism,

Anti-Zionism, Palestinian Resistance, anti-imperialist resistance.
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Feeding the Narcissist: How to Use Trump to Collapse the US-Israel Alliance

Tobias Pfennig, German anti-fascist activist
Abstract:

The global Anti-imperialist bloc consisting of Russia, Iran and other states, that
formed in the recent years has witnessed several setbacks like the death or murder of
Raisi and Abdollahian and is under threat by the US advances in Al technology, as
wellasthe Zionistentity sattacksonIranand theaxisofresistanceand the fall of Syria.
The Zionists’ recent military attacks on Iran are part of a campaign to
weaken the conversative position within Iran and to cause inner divi-
sion within Iran by targeted assassinations that create a power vacuum.
At the same time, the global balance of power remains undecided. Despite the
rise of multipolarity, the United States still maintains dominance in key stra-
tegic sectors such as artificial intelligence, that will define future hegemony.
Regardless of its efforts Palestine, Iran and its™ allies have so far been un-
able to deal a decisive blow to Zionism. The initial plan for the lib-
eration of Palestine turned out more complicated to achieve and re-
quires new radical approaches and power play with enemies.
Trump, and the populist nationalist movement behind him, is a strate-
gic crack in the wall. If exploited wisely, it can change everything. Play-
ing Trump’s ego is the key in achieving strategic goals for the An-
ti-imperialist bloc. The main goal for Iran must be to cause a division
between the USA and Israel that would create a shockwave in the global order.

Within this power play the USA can even become a part of the BRICS+ framework
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in future. BRICS+ has already taken steps toward building alternative financial sys—
tems. Butitisincreasingly clearthatneither the imperialistnoranti-imperialistcamp
can yet achieve total victory. A BRICS+USA synthesis must therefore be strategi-
cally enforced to achieve greater, shared goals and to reshape the global economic

order: Forcing the USA in decline to become an equal partner instead of hegemon.

Keywords: Anti-imperialist Bloc, Shift in Power Balance, New Global Align-

ment, Anti-imperialist Bloc Strategy, BRICS.
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