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How 5 Countries Could Become 14

Analysis by ROBIN WRIGHT

Slowly, the map of the Middle East could be redrawn.

SYRIA: THE TRIGGER?

Sectarian and ethnic rivalries could break it into at least three pieces:

1. Alawites, a minority
that has controlled Syria
for decades, dominate a
coastal corridor.

B Possible city-states

2. A Syrian Kurdistan
could break off and
eventually merge with
the Kurds of Irag.

3. The Sunni heartland
secedes and then may
combine with provinces in
Iraq to form Sunnistan.

SPILLOVER TO IRAQ

In the simplest of several possibilities,
northern Kurds join Syrian Kurds. Many
central areas, dominated by Sunnis, join
Syria's Sunnis. And the south becomes
Shiitestan. It's not likely to be so clean.

ALAWITESTAN | SYRIA

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

@  MISURATA
Tigiok S * Benghazi
TRIFOLITANIA _
. LIBYA
Sabha i

CYRENAICA

LIEYA UNGLUED
As a result of powerful

tribal and regional rivalries,
Libya could break into its two
historic parts — Tripolitania
and Cyrenaica — and
possibly a third Fezzan state
in the southwest.

JABAL AL-DRUZE l

EGYPT

PRE-MONARCHY
SAUDI ARABIA

Long term, Saudi
Arabia faces its

own (suppressed)
internal divisions that
could surface as power
shifts to the next
generation of princes.
The kingdom’s unity is
further threatened by
tribal differences, the
Sunni-Shiite divide and
economic challenges. It
could break into the five
regions that preceeded
the modern state.

YEMEN SPLITS

The poorest Arab country
could break (again) into two
pieces following a potential
referendum in South
Yemen on independence.

1 Riyadn. .:-____IARABIA oy
WESTERN ;
Al SAUP.I ARABIA
Jeddah WAHHAEISTAN

NORTH ARABIA

SUNNISTAN

B EAGHDAD
IRAN

 SHIITESTAN

PERSIAN
GULF
Ad Dammam STRAIT OF HORMUZ

! EASTERN

- z
*Mecca

SOUTH ARAETA

SOUTH

2 ; FEMEN
and ..
+ _YEMEN ARABIAN
NORTH i, SEA
PEMEN .

® Aden

In a more powerful twist, all or part of South Yemen could
then become part of Saudi Arabia. Nearly all Saudi commerce
is via sea, and direct access to the Arabian Sea would
diminish dependence on the Persian Gulf — and fears of
Iran’s ability to cut off the Strait of Hormuz.
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Sudan - Jul 06

. Government of Sudan

Southern Sudan (Autonomous)
SPLM and NDA Control

Darfur Region
(JEM & SLM vs Janjaweed Militia)

Eastern Front (Free Lions & Beja
Congress) Area of Operationz
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Present Water Stress
(Water Withdrawal Ratio)

I Low stress (less than 10 percent)

[0 Moderate stress (10 to 20 percent)
Medium-high stress (20 to 40 percent)

[ High stress (40 to 80 percent)

Bl Extremely high stress (80 percent or more)
Arid and low water use

[ No data or out of area
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Projected Change in Water Stress

to 2025
[0 Significantly less stressed Bl Extremely more stressed
Moderately less stressed Bl Exceptionally more stressed
Near-normal conditions %y Uncertainty in magnitude
Drier but still low stress N Uncertainty in direction

Moderately more stressed [ No data or out of area
[ Severely more stressed
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1- http://'www.economist.com/content/global_debt clock.
2- http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/09/29/sunday-review/how-5-countries-could-become-
14.html?ref=sunday.
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8- http://www.worldfamilymap.org

9-  http://www.socialtrendsinstitute.org/publications/family/the-sustainable-
demographic-dividend

10- Allam Bloom, “The Closing of The American Mind”, P101
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18- http://www.bipartisanpolicy.org/library/report/meeting-challenge-us-policy-toward-iranian-
nuclear-development.

19- http://www.nsainfo.ir.

20- http://'www.dni.gov/index.php/about/organization/national-intelligence-council-nic-publications.

21- http://icana.ir/Fa/News/256590.

22- http://rc.majlis.ir/fa/legal draft/show/813227.
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